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When was Royal Dutch founded and what is its relationship to The “Shell” 
Transport and Trading Company, Limited? 

Who are at the head of “Royal Dutch” ? 

Do the Amsterdam, Delft and Rijswijk laboratories work on different subjects? 
What is the throughput capacity of the refinery at Pernis? 

How many of NAM’s wells are productive? 

What is the annual oil production of the Netherlands? 

What is the function of Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V.? 

Why was Shell Nederland N.V. set up? 

How many people are employed at the Group’s establishments in the Netherlands? 


The answers to these and similar questions will be found in concise form in this 
booklet. More detailed information about each of the units referred to is available 
in separate publications which will be supplied on request. 

Enquiries should be addressed to: 

Shell Nederland N.V., Public Relations Division, 

Shell Building, 20 Hofplein, 

Rotterdam. 

The Royal Dutch/Shell Group comprises a large number of companies, in which 
Royal Dutch Petroleum Company and The “Shell” Transport and Trading 
Company, Limited participate in the ratio 60 : 40. This brochure gives some 
information on the work of the Group in the Netherlands. 
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The Royal Dutch/Shell 

The Royal Dutch/Shell Group comprises a large number of companies that 
together form one of the largest industrial and trading organizations in the world. 
The international scope of the Group’s activities might almost be termed unique. 

The two parent companies of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group are N.F. Konink - 
lijke Nederlandsche Petroleum Maatschappij (Royal Dutch Petroleum Company) 
and The “Shell” Transport and Trading Company, Limited , which have a direct 
or indirect participation in the ratio 60 : 40 in the companies which form the 
Group. 

“N.V. Koninklijke Nederlandsche Maatschappij tot Exploitatie van Petroleum- 
bronnen in Nederlandsch-Indie” (Royal Dutch Company for the Working of 
Petroleum Wells in the Netherlands Indies) is the official name under which 
the “Koninklijke” was founded on 16th June, 1890. It acquired its present name 
of “Royal Dutch Petroleum Company” in 1949. The share capital, which 
amounted to fls. 1,300,000 at the company’s foundation, has since been increased 
to fls. 1,625,966,960, viz. fls. 1,624,466,960 in ordinary shares and fls. 1,500,000 
in preference shares. The Management consists of Jonkheer J. H. Loudon (Pre¬ 
sident). Mr. L. Schepers and Mr. L. E. J. Brouwer (Managing Directors). Royal 
Dutch has its centre of administration in The Hague. 

The “Shell” Transport and Trading Company, Limited, established in London, 
was founded on 18th October, 1897. At first its sphere of activity, like that 
of Royal Dutch, lay solely in the Far East. It was a continuation of the business 
of Messrs. Marcus Samuel & Co., which imported numerous articles into England, 
including kerosine and exotic shells. This led to the choice of a shell as the 
trade mark. 








Jonkheer J. H. Loudon 



L. Schepers L. E. J. Brouwer H. Wilkinson 



















The two parent companies are public companies whose shares are quoted on the 
principal stock exchanges. They hold all the shares of the two principal Group 
companies, Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. (established in The Hague) 
and The Shell Petroleum Company Limited (established in London), which in 
their turn hold part or all of the shares, directly or indirectly, in the numerous 
other companies which form part of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group. 

The Principal Directors of Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. and the 
Managing Directors of The Shell Petroleum Company Limited are the same. 
They are in order of their appointment: 

Jonkheer J. H. Loudon 
L. Schepers 
L. E. J. Brouwer 
H. Wilkinson 
J. P. Berkin 
D. H. Barran 

Virtually all the income of the two parent companies consists of dividends 
received from the two principal Group companies, which in turn are obtained 
from the latter companies’ participations in a large number of other companies. 

In order to achieve the unity of purpose and consistency of action essential 
for an enterprise with such diverse and world-wide activities, the policies and 
programmes of the many companies of the Group are co-ordinated by the service 
companies. 

The co-ordination of these world-wide activities is effected by two complementary 
Central Offices which, though situated in different countries—the Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom—nevertheless constitute one integrated organization. 
The Central Offices advise and assist the operating companies throughout the 
world. One of these offices is in London, the other in The Hague. The latter 
office also houses the Netherlands service companies, Bataafse Internationale 






Petroleum Maatschappij N.V., Bataafse Internationale Chemie Maatschappij N.V. 
and Shell Internationale Research Maatschappij N.V. The service activities in 
London are the responsibility of Shell International Petroleum Company Litnited 
and Shell International Chemical Company Limited. 

As is evident from the names of these companies, a functional division of 
responsibilities has been made between the oil activities and the chemical activities. 
Contributory factors which led to the separation of the two functions in 1959 
were the inherent differences between the oil and chemical industries and the 
Group’s steadily increasing activity in the latter. 

Together with certain other officials, the Principal Directors of Bataafse Petro¬ 
leum Maatschappij N.V., who, as mentioned earlier, are at the same time Managing 
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Royal Dutch/Shell Plastics Laboratory Delft Royal Dutch/Shell Laboratory, Amsterdam 


Directors of The Shell Petroleum Company Limited, are also responsible for 
the management of the service companies. Some information on the service 
companies established in the Netherlands is given below. 

Bataafse Internationale Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. (Bataafse) 

Bataafse Internationale Chemie Maatschappij N.V* (Bataafse Chemie) 

The responsibilities of these two companies include co-ordination of certain 
of the activities of the companies within the Group, and supplying them with 
advice and services. 

I 

Bataafse Chemie also directs the research work at the Royal Dutch /Shell Plastics 
Laboratory Delft . This laboratory, founded in July 1957, investigates the field 
of plastics, synthetic resins and synthetic rubber, paying special attention to 
developing the applications of these products. It collects information on the 
physical, chemical and mechanical properties of macromolecular substances and 
studies the relationship between these properties and the chemical and physical 
structure of the substances. 

i 
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Shell Internationale Research Maatschappij N.V. 

This company directs and co-ordinates the research carried out at the Royal 
Dutch/Shell Laboratory, Amsterdam, and the Royal Dutch/Shell Exploration 
and Production Laboratory, Rijswijk; its office is situated in The Hague. 
It also co-ordinates Group patent matters and liaison on research matters with 
Group companies outside the Netherlands and with scientific bodies outside 
the Group. 

The Royal Dutch/Shell Laboratory , Amsterdam was founded in 1914 with the 
object of keeping a check on the quality of oil products. The expansion of 
scientific research in the sphere of hydrocarbons, which began about 1925, 
opened up a much wider field of work. After 1930 the laboratory developed 
into one of the Group’s main research centres and one of the largest industrial 
laboratories in the world. The most important problems it deals with can be 
divided into three groups: the first comprises problems of the oil industry as 
such, the second those related to the development of the oil-based chemical 
industry, and the third questions of pure science. 

The Royal Dutch/Shell Exploration and Production Laboratory at Rijswijk near 
The Hague is occupied with research on the improvement of exploration and 
production methods. 






Group companies in the Netherlands * C" 

While operations in the Netherlands are particularly featured in the loiftwing 
pages, the reader should not lose sight of the fact that, viewed the 

framework of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group as a whole, these operations form 
only a small part of a much larger whole. This will readily be appreciated if, 
for instance, the total number of employees in the Netherlands (see page 20) 
is compared with the quarter of a million workers scattered throughout the 
world, or if the roughly 38,000 barrels per day (2 million tons per annum) of 
crude oil produced in the Netherlands by N.V. Nederlandse Aardolie Maat- 
schappij (in which B.P.M. has a 50% interest) is set against the 2.6 million 
barrels per day (130 million tons per annum) at the Group’s disposal in 1961. 
This does not alter the fact that the steadily expanding activities of the Group 
in the Netherlands make a highly significant contribution to the national economy. 
They represent all the phases of an integrated oil enterprise: exploration, pro¬ 
duction, processing, purchase of materials, transportation, marketing and research. 



ederland N.V. 


As was explained above in the general section on the Royal Dutch/Shell Group, 
the international activities of the Group are co-ordinated by the Central Offices 
in The Hague and London. 







ORGANIZATION IN THE NETHERLANDS 


Shell Nederland N.V. 
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* In this company Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. and 
Standard Oil Company (N.J.) each have a 50% interest. 



















































Shell Building, Rotterdam J. C. G. Boot 


The national activities in the Netherlands, i.e. those performed by Shell companies 
within the framework of Dutch economic life, are co-ordinated by Shell Neder¬ 
land N.V. 

This company has its head office in the Shell Building on the Hofplein in 
Rotterdam. Its General Manager is Mr. J. C. G. Boot. Shell Nederland N.V. 
directly manages the following companies operating in the Netherlands: 

a. N.V. Nederlandse Aardolie Maatschappij, 

in which the Group and Standard Oil Company (New Jersey) each have 
a 50% interest, 

b. Shell Nederland Raffinaderij N.V., 

c. Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V., 

d. Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. 

Together, these companies form an organizational entity. 
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Shell Nederland N.V. maintains on behalf of these companies certain contacts 
with public authorities and industrial circles. In addition, Shell Nederland N.V. 
acts as a co-ordinating body with respect to certain activities pertaining to the 
Netherlands carried out by the service companies in The Hague, as referred to 
on page 7, the associated Amsterdam, Rijswijk and Delft laboratories and Shell 
Tankers N.V. 

Some information on the Group’s operating companies in the Netherlands is 
given below. 

N.V. Nederlandse Aardolie Maatschappij 

All operations in the field of oil and natural gas prospecting and production 
in the Netherlands are carried out by N.A.M., a company set up in 1947, in 
which Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. and Standard Oil Company (New 
Jersey) each have a 50% interest. N.A.M. is managed by Shell Nederland N.V., 
its day-to-day management being conducted from its own head office at Olden- 
zaal. 

N.A.M.’s oil production of 38,000 barrels per day (2 million metric tons per year) 
in 1961 covered about 20% of the Netherlands’ requirements of oil products. 
Exploration activities are gradually extending over the whole of the country, in¬ 
cluding certain offshore areas. Production takes place in five concession areas: 

1. the Schoonebeek concession—oil in the east and natural gas mainly in the 
more western part; 













2. the Tubbergen concession—natural gas; 

3. the De Lutte concession—natural gas; 

4. the Rossum concession—natural gas; 

5. the Rijswijk concession—oil and natural gas. 

The Schoonebeek field, with about 300 producing wells, provides 45.5% of 
N.A.M.’s oil production, 54.5% being derived from a number of scattered 
fields in the Rijswijk concession. In order of discovery, these fields are: Rijswijk, 
Delft, Berkel, Pijnacker, De Lier-Monster, Wassenaar, IJsselmonde-Ridderkerk, 
Zoetermeer. Moerkapelle, Alblasserdam. Werkendam and Meyendel. 

Altogether there are about 120 producing wells in these fields. The crude 
produced by N.A.M. is transported mainly by rail tank car, although some travels 
by road. The crude from some small fields in the western Netherlands is first 
treated in a de-salting plant at Vlaardingen on the northern side of the Nieuwe 
Maas and then pumped to the refinery complex on the other side of the river for 
processing. 

Under the terms of the concession the natural gas is delivered to the State, 
which is then responsible for further distribution. N.A.M. guarantees the State 
a daily supply of 1.15 million cubic metres of natural gas for a period of twenty 
years. The calorific value of this gas is approximately twice that of town gas. 


Shell Nederland Raffinaderij N.V. 

Before the second world war the refinery at Pernis had a throughput capacity 
of 20,000 barrels per day (one million metric tons per year). Repair of the severe 
war damage and the completion of several phases of expansion have made this 
refinery, which now has a throughput capacity of 300,000 barrels per day (15 
million metric tons per year), the largest in Europe. The crude oil processed at 
Pernis is mainly obtained from oilfields in the Middle East, South America, 
Africa and the Netherlands. More than 75% of the products are exported. 

The great variety of installations in the refinery includes distillation and cracking 
plants—three of them for catalytic cracking, viz. two “cat-crackers” and a 
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“platformer”—polymerization plants for the preparation of high-grade gasoline, 
and gas-processing plants. There are also an alkylation plant, which produces one 
of the components of aviation gasoline, a calcination unit, in which petroleum 
coke is processed to a very high-grade carbon, plants for the manufacture of a 
whole series of lubricating oils and asphaltic bitumens and installations for the 
hydrodesulphurization of gas oil. The Pernis refinery supplies cracked gas to 
the South Holland Municipal Gas Supply Board, which is responsible for 
distributing it to gasworks throughout the province. This gas has a higher calorific 
value than water gas, with which it is mixed to improve its heating properties. 

Together with the adjacent tank farm, the refinery extends for about four miles 
(7 kilometres) along the waterfront; there are 35 jetties. Storage capacity is 
spread over 951 tanks with a total capacity of about 4.5 million cubic metres. 
The site at Pernis, including the plants of Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. and 
the storage installation at Vlaardingen, covers an area of approximately 500 
hectares (1,235 acres), nine-tenths of which is in use. In addition, a 100-hectare 
(250-acre) tank farm for Shell Nederland Raffinaderij N.V. has been erected 


15 





























in the Europoort area at the mouth of the New Waterway. This installation will 
receive and store crude oil discharged from tankers of over 50,000 tons. On 
this site, which it will be possible to extend to 180 hectares (nearly 440 acres) 
in the future, eight tanks have been built with a total storage capacity of 325,000 
cubic metres; this site is connected to the refinery at Pernis by a 24-inch (60-cm) 
pipeline. 

Part of the oil supplied by this pipeline is processed at Pernis, part is conveyed 
via a 24-inch pipeline to refineries in the Rhineland and the Ruhr. This latter 
pipeline was constructed and is now operated by N.V. Rotterdam-Rijn Pijpleiding 
Maatschappij. 

Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 

This company is the marketing organization in the Netherlands for the many 
and varied products of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group, with the exception of 
chemicals, which are marketed by Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. (see page 18). 

In order to provide spot service to consumers everywhere, the country is divided 
into five districts, each with a district office which is responsible to the head 
office of Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. in The Hague. 


Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 





















































Catalytic cracking plant 


17 























These districts, which together constitute the field organization, are: 

North, with district office at Zwolle, Central, with district office at Arnhem, 
West I, with district office at Amsterdam, West II, with district office at Rot¬ 
terdam, and South, with district office at ’s-Hertogenbosch. 

At the head of each district is a district manager, who is assisted by a staff of 
commercial, technical and administrative employees. 

Nearly 3 million tons of products were sold by Shell Nederland Verkoopmaat- 
schappij on the Netherlands market in the course of 1961. A number of these 
products are sold as base materials for processing to finished products by other 
industries. For distributing its products, the company has at its disposal a fleet 
of thirty-seven inland lighters with a total capacity of about 18,500 cubic metres, 
a hundred and ninety road tankers with a total capacity of about 2,000 cubic 
metres, and a number of sales lighters and rail tank cars. Constant attention is 
paid to the equipment of these vehicles and craft and to ensuring that customers 
are given thorough and rapid service. 


Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. 

The continuing development of the chemical industry has led to the construction 
of a series of plants for the manufacture of detergents, “EPIKOTE” resins, sol¬ 
vents, glycerine, polyvinyl chloride and pesticides. Nearly all these plants have 
been extended considerably over the years. A plant for manufacturing “Cariflex ”, 
a synthetic styrene-butadiene rubber, started up in the middle of I960. Mention 
may also be made of a plant for the preparation of chemically pure sulphur and 
an installation for producing sulphuric acid. 

The storage capacity is spread over 363 tanks, with a total capacity of 140,000 
cubic metres. 

Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. has its own organization, located in The Hague, 
for the marketing of chemicals. 











The tanker “Acila” puts to sea. 


Shell Tankers N.V. 


On 1st July, 1962, the fleet managed by this Group company numbered 39 vessels 
with a total deadweight capacity of 1,001,504 tons. If tankers are to be run 
economically, it must be possible to send them out freely all over the world; 
they must not, therefore, be bound by fixed routes. This makes heavy demands 
on officers and crew, but these are compensated for by favourable terms 
of employment, ample accommodation and good social provisions. The head 
office of Shell Tankers N.V. is established in the Shell Building on the Hofplein 
in Rotterdam. 
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Bataafse Internationale Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. 2,390 

Bataafse Internationale Chemie Maatschappij N.V. 260 

Shell Internationale Research Maatschappij N.V. 135 

Shell Nederland N.V. 95 

N.V. Nederlandse Aardolie Maatschappij. 1,185 

Shell Nederland Raffinaderij N.V. 3,185 

Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 1,900 

Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. 2,660 

Royal Dutch/Shell Laboratory, Amsterdam. 2,085 

Royal Dutch/Shell Exploration and Production Laboratory, Rijswijk . 460 

Royal Dutch/Shell Plastics Laboratory Delft. 355 

Shell Tankers N.V. (inch sea-going personnel). 2,735 


Total . . 17,445 

(This total does not include personnel employed by contractors.) 






































Training 


The specialist knowledge which the petroleum industry requires of its staff goes 
beyond what can be provided by secondary schools and universities. This neces¬ 
sitates the provision of facilities for induction and refresher courses, in addition 
to which, prior to employment overseas, staff must be acquainted with the 
language and national characteristics of the country to which they are being 
assigned. Facilities for training staff are provided by training centres attached to 
the various establishments and laboratories and to Central Offices in The Hague. 


Recreational facilities 

Sports and recreational facilities for the use of the staff are available at four 
places in the Netherlands. 

The centre for The Hague and district is the “Te Werve” estate; the “De Vijf- 
sluizen” sports grounds for Rotterdam, Pernis and district are in Vlaardingen, 
while the sports grounds for the Amsterdam workers are situated on the Nieuwe 
Diep, just outside Amsterdam. In the east of the country N.A.M. has the u De 
Boo” sports and recreation centre at Schoonebeek. 
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Verenigde Kunstmestfabrieken Mekog-Albatros N.V. 

This company was founded in December 1961 as the result of an amalgamation 
of the fertilizer manufacturing interests in Benelux of Bataafse Petroleum Maat- 
schappij N.V., Koninklijke Nederlandsche Hoogovens en Staalfabrieken N.V. and 
N.V. Koninklijke Nederlandsche Zoutindustrie. 

The company is established and has its office at Utrecht; its shares are held by 
B.P.M., K.N.Z. and Hoogovens in the proportion 40%, 40% and 20%, res¬ 
pectively. In its turn, the new company — V.K.F. — holds all the shares in N.V. 
Maatschappij tot Exploitatie van Kooksovengassen (MEKOG), formerly held by 
B.P.M. and Hoogovens as to 66^/ 3 % and 33 1 /3% respectively, and those of 
Albatros Superfosfaatfabrieken N.V., a former subsidiary of K.N.Z. 

The fertilizers manufactured by MEKOG in its plants at IJmuiden and by Alba¬ 
tros in its plants at Rotterdam (Pernis and Kralingse Veer) and Amsterdam are 
marketed via the Central Nitrogen Marketing Office (Centraal Stikstof Verkoop- 
kantoor N.V.) and the existing Albatros marketing organization. 
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N.V. Rotterdam-Rijn Pijpleiding Maatschappij 

In this company, which is a joint venture of three oil companies, Bataafse 
Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. has a 40% interest. Via Pernis the 24-inch (60-cm) 
pipeline, which began operating in mid-1960 and is almost 190 miles (300 km) 
long, connects the Europoort with, amongst others, Deutsche Shell’s refinery at 
Godorf, near Cologne. Throughput capacity, which is not yet fully utilized, is at 
present 160,000 barrels per day. 


Rotterdamse Polyolefinen Maatschappij N.V 

Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. and “Montecatini”, Societa Generale per 
Plndustria Mineraria e Chimica, of Milan have formed a joint company in the 
Netherlands. This company, in which Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. has 
a 60% interest, is to construct and operate a plant primarily designed for the 
large-scale manufacture of polypropylene, a high-grade type of plastic. In the 
new company’s plant the Montecatini Group’s patents will be utilized. 

Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. (see page 18) will be responsible for the home 
sales of this material to the industries producing finished products. 
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OLDENZAAL 



THE HAGUE 


OLDENZAAL 

AMSTERDAM 

RIJSWIJK 

DELFT 

ROTTERDAM 

PERNIS 


N.V. Koninklijke Nederlandsche Petroleum Maatschappij 
Bataafse Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. 

Bataafse Internationale Petroleum Maatschappij N.V. 
Bataafse Internationale Chemie Maatschappij N.V. 

Shell Internationale Research Maatschappij N.V. 

Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 

N.V. Nederlandse Aardolie Maatschappij 

Royal Dutch/Shell Laboratory, Amsterdam 

Royal Dutch/Shell Exploration and Production Laboratory 

Royal Dutch/Shell Plastics Laboratory Delft 

Shell Nederland N.V. 

Shell Tankers N.V. 

Shell Nederland Raffinaderij N.V. 

Shell Nederland Chemie N.V. 

District office Shell Nederland Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 


N.A.M. Concession 

District boundary of Shell Nederland 
Verkoopmaatschappij N.V. 
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